It -was intended that these remarks should have appeared sometime ago, but they were retained in order that further observations on the subject might be made. The poison, as far as I can ascertain, is generally held to be formic acid in a highly concentrated state ; and my observations on it have led me to believe it is so, partly from its appearance under the microscope, and partly from its reducing power on the salts of silver, and the form of its crystals when mixed with a concentrated solution of sulphate of copper.
.Now the elements of formic acid are in the proportion to form carbonic acid and water, and it is easily converted by oxidation into those compounds. It is probably in some such way that the applications of alum and tartaric acid act, in other words, they are true specifics for they destroy the poison.
Stings of other insects, bees, wasps, &c., are probably due to the same poison ; and these remedies will no doubt act equally well in such cases. Ammonia has been also used in their treatment with considerable relief.
The applications I have recommended in this paper may be better known than I am led to believe, but, as they do not appear in any of the books I have referred to, they may be somewhat new. Nothing will be lost at any rate by a repetition of their merits.
